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[bookmark: _GoBack]Thesis: Slavery and the abolition of it was the single most controversial cause of the Civil War, as other issues revolved around being either pro slavery or anti-slavery. 

I. Three-Fifths Compromise
a. Apportionment of taxes and slaves
b. South increased political status by adding and breeding slaves illegally
II. Missouri Compromise of 1820:
a. Missouri admitted as a slave states and Maine as free
b. House voted prohibit slavery in the Louisiana Territory north of the 36° 30´ latitude line
III. Compromise of 1850
a. California was admitted as the 16th free state
b. Fugitive Slave Law
i. Required northerners to return runaway slaves to their owners under penalty of law
IV. Kansas-Nebraska Act
a. Undermined Missouri Compromise of 1820 and Compromise of 1850
i. Kansas known as Bleeding Kansas due to fighting between pro and anti-slavery factions
b. Created the Republican party
V. Dred Scott Decision
a. Determined slaves as property of their owners, not considered a person under the U.S. Constitution
i. Said slaves could never become citizens and could not sue federal court
b. Missouri Compromise 1850 declared unconstitutional
VI. Reasons Slavery is incompatible with US political and economic systems
a. The common nature of all human beings, their shared natural rights to freedom, and the immorality of unfree labor
b. Declaration of Independence: “all men are created equal” to “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”
VII. Driving Forces that led to the Civil War
a. States’ Rights vs. Federal Rights
b. Economic and Social Differences
i. North: Industrial
ii. South- Slave/ Plantation life
c. Slavery
d. Lincoln Presidency
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